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1. Three political situations that led to the beginning of World War I were

DESIRE FOR FREEDOM, SELF-DETERMINIATION, & FORMING OF 

ALLIANCES 

2. The banding together of ethnic groups in a search for freedom resulted 

     in an increasing feeling of Nationalism

3. Imperialism  was the effort by major European nations to gain colonies.

4.  France   and Germany had conflicting interests in Morocco.

5. Great Britain and Germany were competing to establish colonies in 

Africa  and the Middle East

6. The two major alliances of countries in place by 1914 were the 

Triple Entente (Allied Powers) and the Triple Alliance (Central Powers)

7. France, Great Britain, and Russia formed the Triple Entente (Allied Powers)

8. Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey became known as the 

Triple Alliance (Central Powers)

9. An increase in trade led to the addition of battleships to naval forces.

10. The incident that actually sparked the beginning of the war was 

assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand
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2:26 min.

Timeline to War
June 28, 1914 – Ferdinand is assassinated

July 29 – Nicholas II begins mobilization

Aug. 3 – Germany invades Belgium in the

Aug. 5 – Britain and France declare war on
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The Schlieffen 
Plan

Modern Warfare

This was not the war they expected . . .
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The American Response
1/3 of Americans were first or second 

generation immigrants

beneficial to stay neutral ($3.5 billion 
in overseas commercial investments)
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The American Response
Business welcomed neutrality, but wanted 
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